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third valuable series of papers, twenty-four in all, including nine important ones 
by von Bezold. The well-known memoir by Guldberg and Mohn, on the move- 
ments of the atmosphere, translated by Waldo and revised by the writers, is also 
included. This collection, while not of such a character that it will appeal to 
the ordinary student or teacher of meteorology, includes a large and very valu- 
able series of papers which those who deal with the more involved physical and 
mathematical aspects of the science will be glad to have in this convenient form, 
in English. Professor Abbe may be assured of the increasing debt of gratitude 
which American meteorologists feel toward him. R. DeC. W. 

Practical Guide to Great Britain and Ireland. Preparation, Cost, 
Routes and Sightseeing. By M. D. Frazar. Two volumes. Vol. I, England and 
Wales, pp. 473. Vol. II, Ireland and Scotland, pp. 338. $1.50 net per vol. 
Small, Maynard & Co., Boston, 1909. 

Practical Guide to Latin America. Including Mexico, Central America, 
The West Indies and South America. Preparation, Cost, Routes and Sight- 
seeing. By Albert Hale, A.B., M.D. Small, Maynard & Co., Boston, 1909. 
$1 net. 
These concise little guide-books are, as their titles claim, "practical," and 
they also offer a large amount of "boiled down" information necessary for the 
traveler who desires to be comfortable and to use his time effectively. The books, 
while complete, are not designed entirely to supplant local guide books and 
Baedeker, but rather to supplement them by covering all points and indicating 
where other books may be most useful for extended details. Both are written 
from the American standpoint entirely. The authors are personally familiar 
with most of the places described, Mr. Hale having also the advantage of official 
connection with the International Bureau of American Republics. 

We have now awakened to the fact that Latin-America is progressing at a 
more rapid rate than nearly any other part of the world — particularly South 
America, where magnificent cities like Buenos Aires have over a million of 
population, with splendid buildings and a life that is quite Parisian. The 
Transandine Railway is completed through the great tunnel, 10,460 feet long, 
connecting with Valparaiso, 888 miles away on the Pacific and with the longest 
piece of straight track ever constructed, running 175 miles without a curve, and 
with one curve, 206 miles. To him who has seen Old England, the Latin-America 
guide book will open a new world full of pleasant surprises. 

The Wayfarer in New York. Introduction by E. S. Martin. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xxii and 266. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1909. $1.25. 
This little volume is a medley of selections from various authors, who have 
visited the locality from the day that Hudson sailed up the river, the first 
quotation being from the journal of the mate "Robert Juet of Limehouse," who 
afterwards was so treacherous towards his commander. The introduction is 
written in the clever vein of the author and gives a unique and interesting 
account of the city as it is now, "not recommended as a birthplace," but excellent 
for those "who have been born and have more or less grown up somewhere else." 
"Now it is wonderful rather than charming, a marvelous city that people's eyes 
pop out over; that changes and develops and shoots up and stretches out so fast 
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that habitual residents find new marvels for their own eyes every time they show 
the town to a visitor." 

The extracts from authors are well chosen and comprise, Walt Whitman, 
Peter Kalm, Dickens, Stedman, Bryant, Bunner, .O. Henry, John C. Van Dyke, 
and many others, grouped in ten topographical divisions of the city. 

Rapid Night Marching Made Easy. Consisting of Simple Rules for 
finding the true Bearing by Means of Stars. Suitable for Soldiers, Explorers, 
and Travellers Generally. With a Description of Reeves' Astronomical 
Compass and Time Indicator. By Major W. A. Tilney. 15 pp. Edward 
Stanford, London, 1909. 2s. 6d. 
Three methods are given for finding the true bearing of a star, at any hour. 

The instrument described is a simple appliance for finding the north and south 

line and the true bearing of any object or direction, as well as the local mean 

time, by the sun or stars. 

Pioneering. By Frederic Shelford, B.Sc, etc. A series of Four Articles 
contributed to "The Engineer." Revised, 8vo, pp. 82. E. & F. N. Spon, 
London, 1909/ $1.25 net. 

Outfitting for expeditions that are to proceed far from the facilities of regu- 
lated traffic is a very different matter now from what it was thirty or forty years 
ago. Besides the assistance of such books as this to-day, one can step into a shop 
in almost any large city and order then and there almost any thing he requires, 
tents, boots, guns, special foods,, cooking-kit, made expressly for the rough use of 
camp and pack-train, and at far less cost than formerly. 

The difficulty with any book on outfitting is in adapting it to all conditions 
and countries. An equipment that in Africa would be perfection, in northern 
Canada or Labrador would be almost useless. There is a difference, too, between 
pioneering and exploring, and this book is devoted to the former. The explorer 
would find it necessary to discard many of the articles enumerated here as 
desirable. 

What explorer, for example, would think of carrying with him a folding 
tripod washstand — not that this article is not most convenient but that it takes 
up space, adds to the weight, and is about the least necessary article imaginable. 
The same may be said of a "Uganda" table or an armchair also advocated. 
The author says "the experienced explorer or traveler will arrange his kit in 
such manner that there is nothing wanting from a tent to a tin-opener — from a 
mattress to a match" ; but most explorers arrange it so that there shall be nothing 
unnecessary. Some, therefore, make a hunting-knife take the place of the tin- 
opener and dispense altogether with the mattress. Naturally, it depends on 
circumstances, and the region to be visited; what one intends to do; and the 
financial backing of the enterprise. In Africa where natives are abundant and 
cheap, and game is likewise, everything may be carried; but in an uninhabited, 
trackless country where a few underfed pack animals must worry along with 
all the supplies needed, one quickly learns to leave the "frills" behind. You can 
even make a good coffee grinder out of an empty tomato-can when necessary — 
at least it is easy to pulverize coffee in one if you know how. 

The tumblers with wicker covers which the author advises seem entirely 
unnecessary, for the cups carried are good encugli. 



